
Speaker Bio’s 
Rae Brown, CPA 
Rae joined Marsh Management Services as an Account Manager in 2008. In 2010 she 
was selected to become Senior Account Manager and in 2012 Assistant Vice 
President. Prior to Marsh, she held management and executive positions (V.P. 
Finance, Corporate Controller) in companies in the construction and service 
industries. She was the owner of a public accounting firm prior to rejoining private 
industry. 
 

Prof. Beckett G. Cantley  
Prof. Beckett G. Cantley is an Associate Professor of Law at Atlanta’s John Marshall 
Law School where his teaching focuses on tax law courses. He also teaches 
international taxation at Northeastern University. Prof. Cantley received his B.A. 
degree from the University of California at Berkeley; his J.D. degree (cum laude) 
from Southwestern University School of Law; and his LL.M. degree in Taxation from 
the University of Florida, College of Law. He is widely published and consults on 
numerous issues in tax law, including international tax enforcement and captive 
insurance company law. He has published and/or presented captive focused law 
review articles at several law schools, including: BYU, the University of Houston, UC 
Davis, and Richmond. He is active in the ABA Section on Captive Insurance, including 
his recent ABA presentation on captive tax enforcement, and a forthcoming article 
on captive tax law in the ABA Business Lawyer. 
 
 Joel Chansky  
Joel Chansky is a Principal of Milliman with over 30 years of property and casualty 
insurance experience. He is a Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society and a Member 
of the American Academy of Actuaries. Joel specializes in alternative market issues. 
He has assisted with the formation and/or ongoing actuarial needs of many self-
insurers, captive insurers, and risk retention groups. He reviews captive and risk 
retention group applications for various domiciles. Joel is a Board member of the 
Captive Insurance Company Association, a faculty member of the International 
Center for Captive Insurance Education, a former advisory board member of the 
World Captive Forum, a former board member and President of the Arizona Captive 
Insurance Association, a former board member and President of the Captive 
Insurance Council of the District of Columbia, and a former board member of the 
National Risk Retention Association.   



Pamela J. Cote, CPA  
Pamela Cote is an audit partner with Saslow Lufkin & Buggy, LLP, which is one of the 
nation's leading providers of auditing, tax and consulting services to the insurance 
industry. With over 18 years of public accounting experience exclusively in the insurance 
industry, Pamela is responsible for several captive insurance, traditional insurance and 
other alternative risk transfer vehicle insurance clientele. She has extensive experience 
with auditing insurance entities of all types including traditional insurers, risk retention 
groups, reciprocal insurers, single parent captives and cell captive vehicles. Pamela has 
extensive experience in financial reporting matters related to both GAAP and Statutory 
basis of accounting. Pamela is also active on numerous associations affiliated with 
alternative risk transfer and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Arizona Captive 
Insurance Association. Pamela is a frequent speaker on a national basis at various 
insurance industry conferences. Pamela is a member of both the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and the Connecticut Society of Certified Public Accountants. 
She is a certified public accountant in the States of Connecticut, Vermont, Arizona, New 
York, District of Columbia and Massachusetts is approved to audit insurance entities in 
several domiciles. Pamela graduated with a BS in accounting from Bryant College.  
 
Robert (Bob) Davidson  
Bob Davidson is Director of Underwriting and Risk Consulting for Iroquois Captive 
Services. Bob has worked in insurance and risk management for the past 31 years after 
graduating from Vanderbilt University. Since 2002, he has worked extensively with 
captives and companies seeking to create their own captive insurance company. His career 
has included affiliations with firms including Johnson & Higgins, Marsh and Arthur J. 
Gallagher. Today he serves over sixty captive insurance companies providing risk 
management expertise. 
 
Ross Elliott  
Ross served as the Captive Insurance Director for the Utah Insurance Department through 
March 2014 when he retired from public service. In the past 25 years of his career, Ross 
has been heavily involved in both traditional and captive insurance company formation, 
operation, management, and regulation. He has served as vice president of operations for 
Alta Holdings and as managing partner of Captive Management Partners, both of which 
provide captive insurer management services. He has also served on the boards of 
directors and in general management of other insurance companies, guaranty funds, and 
industry associations. In 2002, he founded Sirius Technology Group, a software application 
provider to extended warranty companies. 
 
Natalie Gochnour  
Natalie Gochnour serves as an associate dean in the David Eccles School of Business at the 
University of Utah and chief economist and senior advisor to the Salt Lake Chamber. In 
these roles she enhances the relevance, reputation and relationships of the business school 
and University of Utah with business and community leaders throughout the state. She has 
the specific task of planning and implementing a new public policy initiative focused on 
serving Utah business and community leaders. The initiative will enhance the products and 
services shared by the David Eccles School of Business and the University of Utah with 
entities throughout the state. 
  



Vincent Gosz, CPA 
Vincent Gosz joined the Arizona Department of Insurance as the Chief Analyst for the 
Captive Division in March 2013. Prior to joining the Department, Vincent held key financial 
and regulatory compliance roles in the insurance industry, including several years with a 
multi-line, multi-state property and casualty insurer as well as a leading medical 
professional liability insurer. Prior to that, Vince was an auditor with Deloitte & Touche in 
Phoenix and served four honorable years on active duty in the United States Air Force. 
Vincent has been a Certified Public Accountant since 1995, and has also earned Associate in 
Insurance Accounting and Finance (AIAF) and Associate in Reinsurance (ARe) designations 
from The Institutes™. He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the Arizona Society of CPAs.  
 
Jeff Hunt 
Jeff began his career with the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) in June, 1997 as a 
property and casualty financial analyst.  In August, 1999, he became the Admissions Officer 
for the Company Licensing and Registration Division, which included the supervision of the 
admission/incorporation of insurance companies,  HMO’s, and other entities. Jeff now 
administers the licensing of  pure captives.  In addition, he supervises the review and 
approval process for corporate transactions, such as, mergers, assumptive reinsurance 
transactions, withdrawals from the Texas market, etc. Jeff is on the TDI permitted 
accounting practices committee. He is the appointed TDI Board Member for the Workers’ 
Compensation Self-Insured Group Guaranty Fund. Jeff holds a Bachelor’s of Business 
Administration in Accounting from Texas State University.   He is licensed as a Certified 
Public Accountant in the State of Texas, holds the Accredited Financial Examiner 
designation, and is a certified Project Management Professional.   
 
Daniel J. Kusaila, CPA 
Daniel Kusaila is a Tax Partner with Saslow Lufkin & Buggy, LLP and Partner-in-charge of 
the Firm's Insurance Tax Practice. Daniel is responsible for the execution and delivery of 
tax consulting and compliance services to the Firm's insurance tax clients. He has 
significant expertise in the taxation of traditional property & casualty insurance companies, 
single-parent captives, risk retention groups, reciprocal insurance companies, cell captives, 
associations, and non-profit companies. Daniel's specific areas of concentration include: 
Federal & State tax compliance and planning, structuring captive insurance companies, 
mergers, acquisitions & reorganizations, private letter rulings, Federal Excise tax 
compliance, Topic 740 financial statement reporting and SSAP 101 financial statement 
reporting. He is a frequent national speaker on topics relating to Federal and State taxation 
of insurance companies and is an instructor for the International Center for Captive 
Insurance Education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Charles J. (Chaz) Lavelle 
Charles J. (Chaz) Lavelle is an attorney in the Louisville, Kentucky office of Bingham 
Greenebaum Doll LLP and was Tax Counsel for two taxpayer victories in captive insurance 
tax cases in the United States Court of Appeals: Humana Inc. v. Commissioner in the Sixth 
Circuit (deciding the "brother-sister" issue) and Ocean Drilling & Exploration Company v. 
United States in the Federal Circuit (deciding the outside business issue). He regularly 
counsels businesses regarding captive insurance companies and represents taxpayers in 
Federal tax controversies on a wide variety of issues, including captives. He is listed in 
Captive Review's Power 50 and co-teaches at ICCIE. 
 
Michael Lynch 
As the longest serving Deputy Commissioner, managing the Corporate & Financial Affairs 
and Captive Insurance Sections of the Division of Insurance, Michael Lynch has not only 
implemented changes in the company examination process, helping to restore Nevada’s 
accreditation with the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, but has also 
ensured that Nevada remains the most business friendly captive domicile in the country. 
Since joining the Division in 2009, He has watched Nevada grow as a prominent, well 
regulated insurance Market. As head regulator of the Captive Program, he has helped 
Nevada take the lead in new RRG licenses, which he attributes to a strong, consistent 
regulatory environment and pro-business culture.  
 
Mike Madden, SVP 
Mike is a Division Senior Vice President - Benefit Captives at Artex Risk Solutions. In this 
role, he leads Artex' Benefit Captive strategy which provides employers with the 
opportunity to better manage health plan risk and costs through the development and 
management of captive insurance programs. Mike is one of the early innovators in the 
Benefit Captive space developing stop loss group captive programs while working for both 
stop loss carriers and captive management firms. Mike has over 15 years of experience 
structuring captive insurance programs. Mike graduated from Swarthmore College with 
BAs in Mathematics and Philosophy. He lives in San Francisco with his wife and two 
children.  
 
Derek M. Martisus, ACAS, ASA, MAAA 
Derek Martisus leads the Small Captive sales efforts for Marsh & McLennan Agency 
("MMA"). MMA is a wholly owned subsidiary of Marsh, dedicated to serving the insurance 
needs of middle market companies in the United States. Derek is responsible for providing 
captive solutions to MMA brokers and their clients across the US, working closely with 
Marsh's Captive Solutions Group. Prior to joining MMA, Derek worked for Performa 
Limited, an asset management firm specializing in captive portfolios, where he was Head of 
US Insurance Solutions with primary responsibility for marketing, business development 
and client relationship management. Prior to joining Performa, Derek was a VP and 
Quantitative Analyst with Dwight Asset Management, supporting Dwight's insurance 
clients. 
 
 
 
 



Steve Matthews 
Steve Matthews is the Chief Financial Examiner and Captive Insurance Coordinator with 
the Office of the Commissioner of Securities and Insurance, Montana State Auditor. As Chief 
Financial Examiner, Steve is responsible for the financial regulation of both captive and 
traditional insurance companies. As Captive Insurance Coordinator, Steve oversees the 
entire captive insurance program in Montana. Montana is currently home to more than 150 
captive insurance companies, 17 of which are risk retention groups. From 1996 to 2005 
Steve served as financial analyst and Director of Regulatory Compliance for the Alternative 
Risk Transfer Division of the South Carolina Department of Insurance. 
In total, Steve has been involved in the state regulation of captive insurance companies for 
more than 14 years. Steve also serves on the RRG Task Force of the National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners (NAIC). 
  
Kyle Mrotek, FCAS, MAAA 
Mr. Mrotek is a Consulting Actuary with The Actuarial Advantage. Kyle has worked as a 
property/casualty actuarial consultant for 15 years and in that time he has teamed up with 
several dozen captive insurance companies encompassing many industries, coverages, and 
domiciles including Utah, Arizona, and Missouri.  
 
Marcia Philpott 
Marcia holds a BBA in Risk Management and Insurance from The University of Texas in 
Austin and a MBA in Risk Management and Insurance from Georgia State University in 
Atlanta. She has twenty years of experience in the risk management and insurance field 
working with various corporate risk management groups and on the broker side of the 
industry. Currently, Marcia is the Manager of Insurance Services at Salt River Project (SRP). 
SRP is the third largest public power company in the USA and provides water and power in 
the greater Phoenix area. Marcia has been involved directly in the captive insurance 
business for over eight years. SRP has an Arizona domiciled single parent captive, SRP 
Captive Risk Solutions, Ltd. She is a current board member and past President of the 
Arizona Captive Insurance Association. She is also an active member and past President of 
the Central Chapter of the Risk and Insurance Management Society.  
 
Dan Pope 
Mr. Pope has been a Television Meteorologist, and consulting Meteorologist for over 30 
years. During this time he has worked for several television stations as the Chief 
Meteorologist and office manager and he has worked for the cable giant "The Weather 
Channel" as an Anchor and On-Camera Meteorologist. He has consulted on wind farm 
projects, made predictions for ski resorts and he has frequently been an expert for 
courtroom Forensic Meteorology, testifying on weather related cases. He has had many 
clients who have used his services for weather sensitive forecasting. Dan holds the "highest 
distinction" of Certified Broadcast Meteorologist from the American Meteorological Society.  
 
 
 
 
 



Maria Sheffield 
Maria Sheffield is the Captive Program Manager for the Missouri Department of Insurance 
Financial Institutions and Professional Registration. Ms. Sheffield has a Master of Public 
Administration (1997), Master of Business (1999) and Juris Doctorate (2000) degree and is 
admitted to the State Bars of New York, District of Columbia, Georgia and Arkansas, and the 
U.S. Supreme Court. She is a registered arbitrator and mediator in the State of Georgia. Ms. 
Sheffield spent eleven years in private practice focused exclusively on insurance regulatory 
and compliance matters prior to joining the Missouri Department of Insurance where her 
work was recognized by Business Insurance with a Women to Watch award and Atlanta 
Woman Magazine’s Women on the Way award. Through her client representation, Ms. 
Sheffield has worked with every insurance department in the country. Mrs. Sheffield is a 
regular speaker and commentator at business seminars and conferences.  
 
David Snowball, ACI, APIR 
David joined the Division in July of 2010. As the Division grew from four to nine insurance 
professionals, he contributed to its growth from 148 captive companies to 340 and an 
additional 60 cells. As a result of being one of the first employees he soon took on the role 
of mentoring new employees. Before joining the Captive Division Mr. Snowball owned an 
income tax preparation business, which included five offices and 50 employees; and was a 
comptroller for a construction company. He is a graduate of Brigham Young University with 
a BA degree in accounting.  
 
Jon Soules 
Jon has been an insurance and risk management professional for over 30 years, starting in 
Dallas as a large account international underwriter, then to Risk Management at a 
diversified international energy firm, finally to Salt Lake City in insurance brokerage, all the 
while being involved in captive formation, consulting, and management. Jon is a past 
President of the D/FW Chapter of the Risk & Insurance Management Society (1994) and is 
the founding and current President of the Utah Captive Insurance Association (2006-??), 
with wide lecturing engagements such as the Vermont Captive Insurance Association and 
the Utah Chapter of Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriters. He currently resides in 
Bountiful, UT and is active in the community, participating in several voluntary positions.  
  
R. Glenn Taylor 
Glenn Taylor is President and owner of Taylor-Walker & Associates, Inc. since January 1, 
1994. Glenn has worked for five years as a Consulting Actuary for Taylor-Walker's 
predecessor companies. Previously, he was an Assistant Vice President for the 
Transamerica Insurance Group for three years and was responsible for managing pricing 
activities for all personal lines in over 40 states, including forecasting and budgeting 
personal lines results, and developing a return-on-equity pricing model. Glenn has also 
worked as a Property and Casualty Rate Analyst and Actuary for six years for the Utah 
Department of Insurance and was involved in market analysis, solvency surveillance, the 
monitoring of surplus lines activities, and insurance law recodification. 
 
 
 
 



Anne Marie Towle, CPA  
In the Willis Global Captive Consulting Practice, Anne Marie is responsible for the 
development and execution of alternative risk financing consultancy services for the 
captive insurance marketplace. Her responsibilities include performing and coordinating 
risk financing solutions; fostering relationships with alternative risk transfer markets; 
assisting clients with strategic development of alternative risk solutions; and educating 
clients and insurance partners about the opportunities available to them through the use of 
captives. Anne Marie joined Willis in 2009 and has expertise in a broad spectrum of captive 
and alternative risk transfer mechanisms. She has over 14 years of experience with diverse 
projects and has worked with captives and other alternative risk transfer vehicles in many 
key onshore and offshore domiciles. Prior to joining Willis, she was a Senior Manager in 
public accounting and spent 10 years in taxation, where she managed business and 
provided consultancy to captive owners. Anne Marie managed client projects through 
feasibility and implementation processes to structure captives and manage their 
accounting and tax compliance functions. Before that, Anne Marie worked in private 
industry in the tax departments of several Fortune 500 companies. 
Anne Marie received a B. A. in Accountancy and International Business from Western 
Michigan University. She is a certified public accountant, licensed to practice in the State of 
Illinois and Indiana, and is a member of the AICPA. Throughout her career, Anne Marie has 
been closely involved in captive insurance organizations at the local, state and national 
level. She serves on the Board of Directors for Nevada Captive Insurance Association; the 
curriculum committee for the International Center for Captive Insurance Education 
(ICCIE); and the conference committees of the Vermont Captive Insurance Association 
(VCIA) and the Captive Insurance Companies Association (CICA). Anne Marie is a frequent 
speaker and author on various captive insurance topics. 
 
Ann Wick, CPA 
Ann has been forming and managing captives and risk retention groups in the domestic 
domiciles since 1987. Prior to joining SRS in August 2007 Ann was responsible for the 
marketing and management of AIG's US captive operations out of Burlington Vermont. Ann 
has formed and managed a wide variety of single owner and group captive types and has 
worked with clients from most industries. She is a Director and past President of the 
Arizona Captive Insurance Association and is a past President of the Vermont Captive 
Insurance Association. Ann is responsible for the oversight of SRS' clients and staff in 
Arizona, Hawaii, Nevada, Missouri, Montana, Oklahoma and Utah. She also provides 
relationship management and peer review services to SRS' clients in other domiciles. 


